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Featured Exclusively On Our Roku Channel 

Welcome to the Golden State Film Festival featured on the  
ShortsDaily Roku Channel, Zoom, and Facebook Live! You 
will find the festival’s films listed in alphabetical order according 
to the page numbers below.  

®

**Additional films on page 46
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808
Director: Meilani Wenska  12:00
The Hawaiian culture, land, and its exploitation resonate 
throughout the story as Kai, a lonely Hawaiian woman, 
returns home in hopes of reconnecting with friends and 
family.

3 DAY WALKERS
Directors: L. Walker, E. Rogers  34:00
3 days, 2 sisters, 1 promise. 3 Day Walkers is the story of 
the Walker sisters, Laura and Eileen, who despite their 
differences, must come together to honor a promise 
made to their mother.

A BLUE DWARF’S TALE
Director: Carlo Andrea Conte  5:49
A mysterious, far away star will pull you through the 
parallel universe where music and space-time are 
entangled.

A CHRISTMAS CANCELLATION
Director: Justin Timpane  1:32:00
Fictional characters in a popular sitcom discover they 
are not real. Now the show, and their existence, is 
coming to an end... unless they can stop it.

A E WELLS - A MAN AND HIS PARK
Director: Donald Dodge  30:00
A young man from Wisconsin fought through tragedy 
and War to help build a community, in Nebraska. Using 
his vast wealth and love of his brother to create one of 
the greatest Parks in the History of the state.

A CAMBODIAN WINTER
Director: Forest Wise  1:49:00
Set against the exotic beauty and culture of cambodia, 
two young orphans, pim and chamron, embark upon a 
live changing journey of yearning in search of the family 
they never had.

A NEW YORK STORY
Director: Paul Schwartz  49:00
In the tumultuous summer of 2020, four entwined New 
Yorkers tell stories of how their lives have been shaped 
by the protests, the pandemic, and the unforeseen 
consequences of both.

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25th#-A
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A PLACE TO TRAIN
Director: Jessica Gomula-Kruzic  3:00
A modern day warrior uses a joyful wisdom to transform 
his martial arts training into a vehicle of purity, 
goodness, and beauty.

A POET’S CHILDHOOD
Directors: Vibhas P. A. Kendzia, Elizabeth 
Martina Bishop  24:43
This documentary film details the creation of poems by 
Elizabeth Martina Bishop and how they link to the poet’s 
biography.

A VAMPIRE WANTS A GUMBALL
Director: Diego Lacamara  0:55
A vampire wants a gum ball.

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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ACTORS BY ACTORS SHOW
Director: Arek Zasowski  17:06
An award winning actress Lizet Benrey is talking about 
her creative career in an interview with Arek Zasowski 
on the Pilot Episode of a brand new late night talk-show 
the Actors by Actors Show.

ALINA
Director: Rami Kodeih  24:51
As Nazis separate children from their parents in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, a gang of women risks everything to 
smuggle their friend’s three-month-old baby to safety.

ALONE  
Director: Jason Pitts  33:00
Three people, all alone in their own way, have a chance 
meeting, and none of them are the same again.

AASHA - A HOPE FOR LOVE
Director: Ashok Karlekar  2:20:00
Women is a mystery, even god fails to understand the 
women. This depicts the role of women, she never lives 
for herself during her complete life course she lives for 
others as a daughter, sister, mother but she rarely gets ...

ALONE  APART
Director: Arek Zasowski, Pat Ceasar, 
Maegan Coker  4:00
Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic lockdown, unable 
to return home to his wife and daughter, musician Mark 
is stuck at his Mother’s house in Scotland ...

ALTA VISTA
Director: Joe Clarke  1:28:00
A screenwriter struggles to cope with the loss of his 
father, while getting himself entangled in Hollywood’s 
underworld.

AMIDST MY OWN
Director: Ruturraj Dhaalgade  1:21:00
Based in Los Angeles, Amidst My Own is a story of an 
Indian chauffeur struggling through midlife crisis. The 
film is all about his dream and parallel life journey and 
whether he succeeds to create a world ...

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thA
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ANA
Director: Tari K. Robinson  25:00
15-year old Supermodel, Ana, has the world on her 
shoulders. Fame. Fortune. Fans. Flawed.

ARAGON ALLEY
Directors: Xavier Lee (Emil Lewis)  57:24
James, an American contractor, on a routine business 
trip to South Korea, starts to experience disturbances in 
his waking life and in his dreams. As he begins to lose 
his grip on reality, he realizes that there is more ...

ARTIST’S BLOCK
Director: Diego Lacámara  2:51
A long abandoned animated project comes to life to 
antagonize the artist into completing it.

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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AVOCADO TOAST
Director: Tyler Farr  1:41:00
Avocado Toast is a story about Adam, a hard-working, 
plays by the rules, family-man, who risks everything he 
has by experimenting with “millenialism.”

BACKSTREET TO THE 
AMERICAN DREAM
Director: Patricia Nazario  1:42:33
Backstreet is a bilingual social-impact documentary 
about how street food fosters racial tolerance. This 
English/Spanish film is a deep dive into the ...

BAD COP BAD COP 
“EN QUARENTINE”
Director: Lala Costa  5:30
In a world where the word “great” is horrible, “bad” must 
be good. Two Beverly Hills cops use their imagination to 
escape their patrolling duties and explore ...

BAGGAGE
Director: Isabel Bacigalupo  9:32
Meet Stanley and Linda, lost in their own worlds, they 
roam around aimlessly stuck in the past. Will they be 
brave enough to invite love again in their hearts or will 
they miss their chance yet again for fear of being hurt?

9

BEING PURPLE
Director: Evan Owens  6:30
Based on a true story of a young woman’s bipolar 
diagnosis. Instead of being met with actual help, 
guidance, or understanding she’s overly prescribed 
medicines from an apathetic doctor ...

BEYOND THE SHADOWS
Director: David Gustafson  1:29:51
Ghosts aren’t real. That’s why Drexler Faust and his 
Beyond the Shadows crew fake them for their show. 
Wanting more fans, Drex and the gang head to the 
Chetco River Lodge to explore the paranormal activity.

BLOOM
Director: Xuan Liu  1:30:38
Bloom is an impressionistic sketch of longing, growth, 
memory and separation. The film intends to portray an 
experiential landscape of love and loss. 2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection
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BOTTLE MONSTER
Director: Marjorie DeHey  1:34:34
An alcoholic mother, Allison Key, is desperate to run 
away from her life. With her young son, Theo, Allison 
flees from everything she knows, to try to start over. 
However, she cannot escape the demons within her ...

BLUEBIRD
Director: John R Ryan  8:46
A sad little boy goes on about his sad little day. A 
bluebird flies into his life. Things start looking up. Joy 
follows them wherever they go.

BOXING DAY
Director: Richard E. Haywood  6:49
A father comes to terms with his daughter being gay.

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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BROKEN VOWS: 
STORIES OF SEPARATION
Director: S. McFadden-Curtis  1:36:08
Broken Vows: Stories Of Separation by award winning 
director Sunnie takes you into the lives of women, their 
personal stories, and tales of those caught ...

BRAAKING NEWZ
Director: Peter Boiadzhieff  29:35
Braaking Newz is a drama between two successful 
news anchors Lorra and Anna delivering the newz with 
unexpected appearance of Bigfoot, the comedian and 
the President.

CATHERINE’S KINDERGARDEN
Directors: K. Cleave, J. Daggett  1:10:00
Catherine’s Kindergarten is the story of a mother’s 
emotional journey to confront her grief after the death of 
her only child, juxtaposed with her physical journey to a 
Nepalese mountain village to open a school in memory.

CHARLIZE
Director: Gülnigar Nurhikim  5:38
A hundred years into the future, a recluse programmer 
has only one “social” relationship, that is with his all-
knowing, decision-making AI device, which eventually 
chooses a girlfriend for him.

CELESTIAL ORIENTATION
Director: Kevin Bible  48:00
When a doctor is brainwashed by a rouge agency, he 
must fight to reclaim his mind.

CHASING UNICORNS
Director: Rain Rannu 1:48:00
Chasing Unicorns is semisatirical narrative feature about 
a female founder trying to make it a male-dominated 
tech world, from Estonia to Silicon Valley.

BOYS DANCE TOO
Director: Valeria Perez  10:00
Follow Osceola County School for the Art senior dancers 
Givanni Gotay, Immanuel Rodriguez, and Fernando 
Trinadad III on their journey’s as dancers and learn 
about the lessons & challenges they’ve faced.

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thB-C
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CHATEAU SAUVIGNON: TERROR
Director: D.M. Night Maire  13:10
Chateau Sauvignon: terroir’ follows the isolated adoles-
cent son of a storied vintner family who finds himself 
torn between obeying his father’s callous restrictions 
and preventing his ailing mother from deteriorating ...

CITIZEN CLARK...A LIFE OF 
PRINCIPLE
Director: J. C. Stillman  1:34:00
Former U.S. Attorney General and Human Rights activist 
Ramsey Clark has challenged the abuses of U.S. power 
and championed numerous causes that have affected ...

CIRCUS SAM
Director: Rayner Wang 31:00
Alice Featherston is having a hard time asking her 
crush, Dave, to be her high school prom date. That 
changes, however, when she meets a traveling circus 
clown, Sam.

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection
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CODE RED
Director: Ella Janes  13:46
Life is never easy in middle school, especially for Kiara, 
who gets her first period at the most unforgiving time, 
during lunch in the middle school cafeteria, while her 
mom is in jail.

CITIZEN LULA
Director: Mariana V. Alessi  2:21:00
The filmmaker has shot for 16 years Lula da Silva’s 
trajectory on politics which took him to the Presidency 
of Brazil. Through unique indie filmmaking, we observe 
the path that takes him to get elected. 

CLANN
Director: Aaron O’Neill  16:44
“Clann” takes place in Medieval Ireland and follows 
young Oisin as he strives to save his aging fathers’ clann 
from an uncertain fate. 2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

COURAGE
Director: Nourah Al Hasawi  5:47
A short thriller starring Tanya Flynn.

DAEMON
Director: Wenqin Ni  5:37
A young man hanging on for life, wishes for a second 
chance. A daemon haunts him, and shows him the 
consequences of his prior mistakes.

CO-VID ROULETTE
Director: Pat Ceasar  0:29
Is an edgy, impactful message on the importance of 
wearing masks during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is 
designed to be shocking and speak to those who are 
currently not wearing masks.

CORONA
Director: Mostafa Keshvari  1:10:00
When unlikely neighbors are trapped in an elevator with 
a Coronavirus suspect, fear and racism spread among 
them faster than virus. Fear is the virus!

13

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thC-D
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DATING UNDER QUARANTINE
Director: Kenny Landmon  11:00
A 90s romantic comedy meets Home Alone for a 
modern audience. While a deadly virus puts the world in 
quarantine, one man seeks to find his soulmate.

DDT 1ST 3 EPISODES
Director: Monica Huntington  48:00
A reality TV show emerges within the plot of this 
mockumentary following this nutty bunch through their 
zany approach at interior design to become the most 
fantastique big time interior designers!

13

DAY ONE
Director: Ryan Cervasio  1:59
Distance makes the heart grow fonder.

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thD



DEAD END DRIVE
Director: Alexander Yellen  14:56
During the zombie apocalypse, one survivor finds a dead 
end that will hopefully lead him to salvation.

DENVER TO BOSTON
Director: Joseph A. Marcello  25:29
Denver to Boston is a student short film about an 
ex-couple reconnecting over a tragic incident involving 
their child. John Hunt (the famed country musician) 
travels back to Boston to confront his ex-partner, Emily.

DEVIL’S WISPER
Director: Paul Mayora  20:00
Adrien is a lawyer who’s coming to terms with his 
mortality, his sub-consciousness begins to haunt his 
thoughts and consumes his every state of being, as 
regret sets in from the choices made in his past ...

14

DEAD LOVE
Director: Zach Meeks  12:38
When a troubled, young librarian discovers a demonic 
spellbook in the returns, her attempt to conjure a 
deceased lover culminates in a night of possession, 
retribution, and terror.

DEALBREAKER
Director: Dustin Hawkins  37:28
Draven Hawk is a young man that struggles with several 
mental handicaps including suicide and as badly as he 
wants to he is afraid to end it.

DEAR VIVIAN
Director: Daleelah Sada  13:11
For Buddy Hogan June 24th, 1969 started off like most 
summer days before that, perfect. Buddy and his friends 
witness a heinous crime they realize they are forever 
changed and nothing will ever be the same.

DECEPTION STREET
Director: Andrea Ward  14:54
A notorious Gangster returns to the city of Chicago 
seeking revenge & to claim what is rightful his by any 
means necessary even if it means fulfilling his dark 
urges.

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thD
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DON’T JUMP
Director: Loring Murtha  11:03
Patricia and Todd clash over a charity skydiving event. 
After both sides get advice from their friends, will they 
stay grounded or take the plunge?

DOBLEZ
Director: Gabriel Vidal  7:30
Guilherme is tormented by the possibility of his fiancée 
cheating on him. Desperate to end this mystery, he plans 
out a terrible way to finding the truth.

DONNA ON THE GO: DANCE
Director: Tam Warner  7:09
Donna On The Go is a series designed to raise 
awareness for People With Disabilities. It stars real life 
handicapped Actress and Dancer Donna Russo (Donna 
Reed).

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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DOUBLE STACK
Director: Hari Ganesh  13:00
A young restaurant worker juggles a problematic cus-
tomer in the most lucrative closing shift of his life.

DURIAN
Director: Cici Chu  25:21
An obsessive social media influencer tries to depict the 
perfect life online, but she is forced to re-evaluate her 
relationship with her boyfriend when she is introduced 
to a strange fruit.

ECHOES OF KERBEROS
Director: Steve Brock  9:34
A man suddenly gets a call from a stranger threatening 
the life of his girlfriend if he isn’t done what he’s told.

EDWIN
Director: Stuart G. Robertson  1:20:00
A writer trying to finish his screenplay finds himself 
wrapped up in a mystery that forces him to confront a 
dark secret.

EL MAHAL
Director: Ziad Foty  12:46
Jamal, a young Palestinian-American, longs for his 
missing father on his 18th birthday. Trapped in the family 
convenience store, he must endure his overbearing 
uncle who carries a vital family secret.

ENIGMA - THE FALLEN ANGEL
Director: Abhay Thakur  36:30
A seemingly perfect, yet flawed young woman has her 
routine appointment with the town’s most renowned 
psychiatrist. Turns out, Richa has more than usual to 
share today. The 60-minute appointment is about ...

EL SERVICIO
Director: Grace De Silva  18:00
In a twist of perception a latina woman mistakes a 
caucasian man inside her sons home as in intruder 
when he is really a domestic worker.

17
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EVE 
Director: Lexi Doukakis  6:07
Due to the limiting and strange environment that 
COVID-19 has caused in the Bay Area, Eve has been in 
quarantine all by herself. Eve tries to find new activities 
in order to feel less lonely and cope ...

EXTRACTION THE SERIES
Directors: S. Robertson, T. Smith  40:22
“Extraction” is a Mission Impossible Meets Desperate 
Housewives web series with four mature imperfect 
Black Women on a quest to dismantle a ring of abusive 
men.

EVERGREEN
Director: Paul Goodman   1:35:00
On his way up north to visit friends, Ben picks up a 
mutual acquaintance, Sam. Along the route they wind 
through weathered towns and the farther they go, the 
closer they become and those forces that kept them ...

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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F.E.A.R: FACE EVERYTHING 
AND RISE
Directors: M. Bains, S. Velbovets  1:02:53
“Cultural expectations” and “values” can often clash with 
our innermost desires. Many women are consumed by 
what has been put upon them instead of fighting ...

FEEL INDIA
Director: Ion Sova  11:22
The only people who see the whole picture are the ones 
who step out of the frame. - Salman Rushdie

FALL BACK DOWN
Director: Sara Beth (SB) Edwards  1:44:07
A depressed ex-activist takes a job in a sweatshop 
where he and his coworker make a grim discovery.

FIX
Director: Kevin Orzel  10:00
A repressed old man, stricken with grief, faces off 
against a stubborn broken light bulb as he struggles to 
reckon with an uncertain future.

FOR A LIVING
Director: Bryan Suarez  9:57
To save his ill mother, an upcoming politician succumbs 
to the will of a crime lord. Now he must fight to save his 
mother... and himself.

FRIENDZONED
Director: Chuck Copeland  6:35
When you are stuck in the “Friendzone” with your 
perfect soulmate, who is in a relationship with someone 
else, you hire Delores to break up the couple so that you 
can have your chance at happily ever after ...

FROM RUSSIA WITH MOTIVE: S1 EP1
Director: Colin Costello  8:58
Two sisters, Natasha and Svetlana, flee their small 
Russian village in order to find freedom and rich 
husbands in Los Angeles. Rich men are a girl’s best 
friend.

19
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FUCKING IDIOTS
Director: David Milchard  1:27:00
A married couple in crisis seeks their friend’s help to 
punish themselves for the disastrous state of their 
personal affairs.

GIRLS LIKE ME
Directors: Darla Rae  3:00
Girls Like Me empowers women who break stereotypes 
every day just by being themselves. The music video 
was inspired by the millions of women who battle every 
day.

GIGI AND THE GIANTS
Directors: S. McKinney, C. Harman  8:00
A punk rock band auditions for a musical label.

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m
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GLITCHES
Director: Annie Chen  21:00
A down-on-his-luck lawyer meets a mysterious woman 
while waiting for his delayed flight. After she admits to 
causing a fatal house fire, the young lawyer becomes 
torn in doing the right thing while learning ...

GOAT LOVE
Director:  Stephanie Quist  8:10
Bored IRL, Caitlin longs to be with her GOAT love fantasy 
aboard his motorized sailing yacht, the Newport. 
She’s his Bae, but can true love bridge the chasm that 
separates their two worlds?

GOIN’ AROUND
Directors: J. D. Moffat IV, J. Roddy  1:20:00
A struggling musician gets on his Harley and goes back 
home to mourn his grandfather and ends up clashing 
with old family and friends and gaining lessons of how 
to live the rest of his life.

GORILLA GIRL
Directors: R. Grobman, A. Melendez  
45:51
Animal rehabilitation expert Ann Southcombe shares 
over 50 years of experience raising animals. She 
expresses the deep emotional intelligence ...

H E A D
Director: Cody McLain  4:45
A woman’s facial expressions.

GRANNY’S TREASURES
Director: Kevin R. Phipps  11:12
A junk collecting Granny shows off her latest treasured 
to her granddaughter and husband on Christmas Day, 
except they’re sex toys and not at all being used for their 
intended purposes but rather every day ordinary ...

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

HAPPY EVER AFTER
Director: Panta Mosleh  25:00
Happy Ever After is a story of forbidden love in Japan 
when sparks fly between Paniz and Miyuki at a house 
party. Turns out, Paniz is a visiting English teacher at the 
same school where Miyuki is a transfer student.

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thG-H
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HARRY’S GOLD COAST: SINCE 1907
Director: Dimitra Korri  15:45
A documentary about the history of “Harry’s Gold Coast” 
shoe repair. “Harry’s Gold Coast: Since 1907” is a tribute 
to the director’s grandfather, Harry Koris. The film also 
features her father, Peter Koris, in exclusive ...

HE WAS ASKING FOR IT
Director: Kimrie Lewis  13:44
Kristi meets her three best girlfriends after returning 
from the slap-on-the-wrist sentencing of her convicted 
rapist. While prepping for Tegan’s baby shower, the 
women express their rage, fears and personal ...

HEADS, SHOULDERS, KNEES, 
AND TOES
Director: Camilla Roman  4:00
Two men meet at the kindergarden, and have more in 
common than they think.

HEARTS OF DARKNESS
Director: Qasim Hussaini  11:43
The caretaker of a sadistic old man gets his revenge.

HEALING JULIE
Director: Dylan Lloyd  17:03
A documentary that follows the life story of a victim of 
Lupus Nephritis. In her search for meaning and enlight-
enment through exercises like kundalini yoga, she has 
found that spreading love and positivity ...

HEATHCLIFF
Director: Garth Stainforth  9:38
Heathcliff is an arthouse film set in Yorkshire that 
reimagines the last day of his life.

HEAVEN’S RIVER
Director: James Avelar  5:53
River wakes up one day only to realize her life has taken 
an unexpected turn.

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thH
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HERE IS THE ONLY PLACE THERE IS
Director: Daniel Benedon  26:02
The story of Miles, who discovers that life is an actual 
game that he can play to win.

HI ON ART
Director: Fred Vanderpoel  1:20:59
Beautiful Jae, a young fine art painter and teacher in 
Hawaii is on a mission to meet and learn from the best. 
From the sandy beaches to the masked ball at sunset 
she shares her dreams and leaves her mark on us.

HIDE AND SEEK
Director: Emily Brubaker  12:58
Two girls on a long road trip try to leave a small, 
nameless town. Ignoring a warning, they take a risky 
detour and quickly become lost. Frustration turns to 
terror as they’re abducted by a figure from the darkness.

23

HIGHLAND HOME
Director: Zach Stevens  4:59
A poignant tale of longing and loss is revealed when a 
timeworn journal transports a young girl to a place of 
enchanting wonders.

HIGHLAND HOME
Director: Kevin Marshall  9:26
As a young boy searches the shelves of a costume 
store, three friends argue over what mask to buy before 
robbing a bank.

HOME A PLACE OF BELONGING
Director: Yantra de Vilder  1:00:00
The opening ceremony of the 5 lands walk- a living 
example of reconciliation and community featuring a 50 
piece community choir and music ensemble, multi-
cultural dancers and musicians, and our local ...

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

HOTEL LIMBO
Director: Tina Adams  1:35:00
She had nothing, now she inherited a hotel and bunch 
of troubles.

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thH
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I AM CHEO
Director: Pablo Irlando-Wildman  7:41
Inspired by the poem “I Am Joaquin” by Chicano poet 
Corky Gonzales, this unique film tells the story of a 
young boy named Cheo who, from the sights and smells 
of his abuela’s kitchen, takes a sweeping cinematic ...

I CAN’T SLEEP
Director: Gina Rose  1:01:18
A young writer struggles to complete her science-fiction 
story while battling supernatural forces in real life.

I LEARNED IT FROM YOU S1 E1
Director: Kevin Douglas Wright  37:00
In this fast-paced racism documentary series, emotional 
stories from real-life people, powerful Action Steps, and 
intriguing guided questions, help us discover better 
ways to understand racism, anti-racism, diversity ...

I, WOMAN
Directors: S. Negrea, H. Noka  10:50
A beautiful and successful supermodel goes on a date 
with much anticipation. But, what happens next she did 
not anticipate.

I’M NOT FAMOUS
Director: Bernard Howard  30:00
Lyrical Storm a professional entertainment brand owner 
is a victim of remote neural monitoring. This documen-
tary depicts his life under electronic surveillance and 
gang stalking activity as a street performer ...

IF THE STREETS ARE MY HOME
Director: Mattia Fiumani  3:10
During the COVID-19 quarantine in spring 2020 many 
homeless people found themselves in great danger; 
they are told to stay home and to not go out on the 
street, but where do they go ...

IGNIS FATUUS
Director: Preetam Choudhury  14:45
A philosophical take on our existential predicament 
in the age of Google, Wikipedia, GPS and social media 
where the line between knowledge and ignorance, facts 
and falsehood, reality and illusion is ever so ...

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thI



24 25

IN BETWEEN THE WHITE SPACE
Director: Tyler Mendelson  15:00
Two veteran friends come “face to face,” detailing the 
struggles of life after the military, loss of identity, and the 
often tragic circumstances of our warfighter’s fighting 
their battles alone. The film delves into a largely ...

IMPOSTER SOCIETY
Director: Ezra Albarran  20:18
The story of an attorney to the stars with a growing 
conscience.

IN CHINA
Director: Les Owen  59:00
In 2012 the governments of The United States and China 
took part in a cultural exchange called “Friendship and 
Cooperation Through Music”. The film goes into depth 
about the music and the friendships and bonds ...

ERIK REEDY   ZEKE HINDLE   YENIFFER BEHRENS  LAUREN CASTER   
Produced by  ZEKE HINDLE, NED O’CONNOR, and ERIK REEDY, Director of Photography T.J. YOSHIZAKI   

Written by NED O’CONNOR  Directed by VIVIAN MIRANDA 

An Afternoon in  
Brentwood

w w w . g o l d e n s t a t e f i l m f e s t i v a l . c o m

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thI



24 25

IN SEARCH OF HAWAIIAN BIGFOOT
Director: marQ  29:25
This award-winning film follows filmmaker “marQ”, 
through epic Maui scenery, as he documents the little 
known folklore of the Hawaiian Bigfoot a.k.a. the Maui 
Skunk Ape and seeks to capture the creature on film.

IN THE DEFENSE 
AGAINST TYRANNY
Director: Felix Igori Ramos  1:25:11
Francisco Suarez, host of “The Patriot” a Public Broad-
casting Television political talk show, has been given the 
opportunity to interview the Presidential Candidate ...

IN YOUR ARMS TONIGHT
Director: Jonathan Gonzales  24:12
A young maid contemplates her future after having 
an affair with her rich employer, who is struggling to 
reconnect with his wife after she was sexually assaulted 
over a year ago.

INCOMING IMPACT
Director: Arek Zasowski  8:54
Escaped from their distant planet Meroni 1, Max (Arek 
Zasowski) and Melanie (Lizet Benrey) are happily living 
on Earth, until one day…

INERTIA
Director: David Har’el  6:45
A man struggles to find purpose and inner peace in a 
world where a virus has eradicated all humanity. He 
finds hope in things he finds along his excursion until he 
realizes a dead girl’s journal is the one thing that leads ...

INTERDICTION
Director: Emmy Newman  10:47
A full government ban on artistic expression has 
been mandated by the tyrannical President. A fed-up 
government employee seeks to avenge the death of his 
fiancé and fight for the right to create.

JAY MANCINI
Director: John N Michaels  1:44:00
When Filmmaker, Jay Mancini dies in a suspicious car 
explosion, television personality, Alex Peterson struggles 
to find a positive spin on a man who he had betrayed a 
decade earlier.
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JEWELS OF LIGHT
Director: Fanny Pierre  10:21
Gaelira’s memories and lost powers are forced to 
resurface while the world slowly sinks into darkness.

JOHN, 316
Director: Jarvis G  1:43:06
A psychiatric hospital is turned upside down when a 
mysterious drifter is admitted and assigned to Room 316. 
Known only as John Doe, the other patients believe that 
he bears an uncanny resemblance to Jesus Christ.

KAALI MAATI
Director: Hemantkumar Mahale  1:45:00
This is a biopic of a farmer, who yield harvest of gold 
from the black soil. Leaving his secured government job, 
he tried his luck with determination in farming.

KALIOPE
Director: Derek Matarangas  8:20
A singer/songwriter seeks inspiration while also trying 
to find love.

JULIET MUST DIE
Director: Marco Gadge  1:35:00
What a curious plan of Lya. Putting sleeping pills in the 
morning tea of her father. And all this only because Lya 
thinks that eight years of caring for her father where 
enough tribute to the family. But of course the plan ...

KEEPING THE CHAOS TOGETHER
Director: Stacey Summers  36:44
Keeping The Chaos Together is a documentary that 
takes an intimate look into the lives of those who live 
with a mental health struggle, such as anxiety, depres-
sion, obsessive-compulsive disorder, post-traumatic ...

JUST 1 STORY AT A TIME
Directors: Brogan de Paor, Julie M. 
Thompson, Mario Genel  36:30
Video about asylum seekers at the U.S. /Mexico border 
and a group of activists that come together to offer them 
help and solace.

2021
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KESI
Director: Daniel Maggio  23:50
On the eve of her 21st birthday, Kesi and her band of 
stuffed animals travel back home for her alcoholic 
Mother’s funeral.

KILLING THE SHEPHERD
Director: TA Opre  1:28:00
A remote community in Africa, led by a woman chief, 
attempts to break the stranglehold of absolute poverty 
by waging a war on wildlife poaching.

KIN
Director: Lajuan J Johnson  1:21:18
A school teacher gets an unexpected visit from a man 
claiming to be his half brother, with news and a request 
from his dead father.
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KRAZY MEETS KARMA
Director: Stacey Summers  1:36:55
A comedy centered around a sudden break-up, an 
unexpected demotion, and marital problems bring 
three best friends together as they face chaos and 
misadventures to get their lives back on track.

KUBRIC
Director: Anthony Greco  13:53
Eleanor Myer on her way home from college stops in the 
rural town of Kubric. While there Eleanor inadvertently 
gathers the attention of a mysterious man with telepath-
ic powers. Eleanor must find her way out of Kubric ...

LANDFILL
Director: Yesser Laham  1:59:00
When a little girl begins to see the ghost of another girl 
her age shortly after finding a necklace at a landfill, she 
embarks on a journey to help the ghost discover the 
mystery behind her death.

LAST CALL FOR TOMORROW
Directors: 
Gary Null, Valerie Van Cleve  1:33:59
Last Call for Tomorrow, reflects on the crisis’ facing all 
life on Earth.

LATE SHIFT
Director: David C. Hill  14:55
A woman bickers with her workaholic husband before 
realizing that her subconscious is leading her through 
the stages of grief.

LETTER TO AMERICA WITH LOVE
Directors: S. Gagnon, A. Retland  45:00
A journey through the eyes of the African American Male 
who struggles with the history of the National Anthem 
after witnessing police brutality in his neighborhood.

LIFE SAVER
Director: Pat Ceasar  1:08
Is fun, impactful message on the importance of wearing 
masks during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is designed to 
be light and uplifting while speaking to those who are 
currently not wearing masks.
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LIGHT YEAR
Director: Hossein Toghiri  1:40:12
Sarah’s failure with her husband has affected her 
emotional life and resulted in drowning and falling her 
back into old memories.

LINE 881
Director: Ron Goldin  28:34
At first glance Dormagen is a perfect, green and pastoral 
town just a short distance from the big city. Its residents 
opened the gates of the city with love to the stream of 
refugees that filled Germany, but the warm welcome ...

LOOK AT ME
Director: Kaneeka Patel  8:43
A young Puerto Rican’s high expectations to meet 
his biological mother for the first time quickly goes 
downhill, and he has to decide whether to accept her for 
who she is, or completely reject her.

2021
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LOST IN YONDERVILLE
Director: John Jorah Koster  1:52:28
A mysterious drifter on a mission develops a special 
friendship with locals who join him on an unknown 
journey in the dysfunctional town of Yonderville.

LOVE AND JOY
Director: Michelle Bossy  TBD
After dropping her daughter off at her ex-husband’s 
for Christmas, a loving Mom searches for joy in her 
absence.

LUDI TUNES
Director: Ludmilla Muse  25:08
Ludi Tunes is an episodic semi-animated comedy that 
will give the audience a look behind Ludmilla Muse’s 
real-life issues in an animated, comedic way.
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MADNESS
Director: Nicolaus Taylor  10:20
Our short film chronicles a business man returning to 
his suburban home after a business trip, to find that his 
wife has been unfaithful. To add insult to injury, he is 
forced to relive this heartbreaking event ...

MAKING AND UNMAKING
Directors: S. Rose , A. Stangle   1:03:00
From creative and personal highs to extreme lows, this 
film chronicles several years in the life of filmmaker 
Shaun Rose.

LULLABY
Director: Kae Fujisawa  16:32
Two below-the-law working class men encounter a 
homeless woman: a singer who has lost her voice.

MAKING PEACE
Director: Judah Ray  23:28
It’s 1969, and Janis is stranded on the side of a desolate, 
desert road, where she’s picked up by a stranger, 
Dennis, who helps her come to terms with the reality of 
her life, and death.

MADE
Director: Zeke Hindle  15:55
Two guys get in over their head at a business meeting.

2021
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MANIFESTO
Director: Les Owen  2:34
Taurean Washington is a painter who’s style originates 
from a strong hip-hop music influence in his life. Now 
he comes full circle as an artist and uses music to share 
his paintings.

MARIA
Director: Robert Burns  5:45
A young college student with an anxiety disorder goes 
on an awkward blind date. As things begin to flounder 
quickly, he realizes only he can turn things around.
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MATING SEASON
Director: Amy Johnston  10:19
Mating Season is a comedy about what the world would 
be like if humans had a mating season like dogs do.

ME, MY MEDS, & MY MOTHER
Director: Kat Conway  15:00
A dramedy about a dysfunctional mother-daughter rela-
tionship both with disabilities. Based on actual events, 
funny and melancholic, grotesque and dramatic, and 
every mother and daughter can relate to.

MEMORIES NEVER DIE
Director: Dave Shecter   4:42
A music video from director/songwriter Dave Shecter

2021

Film Festival
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MIRROR IMAGE
Director: Donis Georgiou  11:01
A slice of life seen in short vignettes through the mirrors 
around us, Mirror Images asks us to reflect on ourselves 
and our world as life unfolds.

MISUNDERSTOOD
Director: Stephanie Alecia Rose  3:14
A married couple’s conversation makes a sudden turn 
when they realize they are not talking about the same 
thing.

MISPLACED TRUST
Director: Cynthia M. Uhrich  8:41
Four women discover they are all romantically 
entangled with the same man. While they await his 
arrival, it becomes increasingly apparent there will be 
consequences for his betrayal.

MOONLIGHT IN LOVE
Director: Name Here   3:58
There’s a storm out tonight feeding my appetite and 
through all the rainy trees, a light flashes out at me 
brings it all back again, a night I know is never going to 
end when we laid together, on a beach as white ...
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MOVING DAY
Director: Curtis Clark  9:39
When Jamie moves out of the home he used to share 
with Sophie, it finally motivates the two former lovers 
to have an honest conversation about why their 
relationship fell apart.

MRS OSBOURNE
Director: Gregory Bergeron  8:13
Set in England in the early 1800’s, a young English wid-
ow visits her best friend’s country home only to face a 
trying encounter with her friend’s wealthy older brother.

MURDER BURY WIN
Director: Michael Lovan  1:30:55
Three friends have created a board game, Murder Bury 
Win, and they think it has what it takes to become a 
bestseller on the indie charts. When their attempt to 
crowdfund fails, a mysterious man makes them an offer.

MUTINY!
Director: Matthew Gratzner  17:16
Mutiny! is a swashbuckling, action-adventure comedy 
featuring a progressive Captain dealing with a crew 
that’s set in their old ways— all while confronting gen-
der inequality and the lack of self-awareness ...

MY FIRST TIME
Director: Shelby Johnson  20:06
This short film is about a teenaged boy, Tyson Savage, 
whose mother (Ms. Savage) constantly harasses him 
about cleaning up the house and getting good grades. 2021
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NARCISSUS
Director: Grace (Ge) Gao  16:00
Under the familial pressure and countless rejections 
in her career, an Asian American actress blames 
everything on her appearance and blindly takes action 
to better herself.

MY STRETCH OF TEXAS GROUND
Director: Erich Kemp  1:40:25
Islamic warriors, led by the fearsome Abdul Latif Hassan, 
descend on a small Texas town to assassinate a visiting 
Senator, but standing in their way is the town’s very 
capable sheriff: Joe Haladin.
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NETWORKING LUNCH
Director: Melissa McGlensey  7:00
Networking Lunch is a short comedic film about a 
woman who agrees to meet up with her ex for lunch. It 
stars Kimberly Michelle Vaughn (Second City) and David 
Pasquesi (VEEP, Angels & Demons) ...

NEVER KNOWING
Director: Nicholas Holmes  1:27:20
A mysterious film that follows several different lives in 
genre bending chapters. Each story is connected by one 
girl, Olivia, who has a dark plan to achieve power in her 
community.

NINETEEN
Director: Tyna Ezenma  1:23:10
A simple writing assignment uncovers long hidden 
secrets and reveals the horror in the history of a sleepy-
town Inn.

NOWHERESVILLE
Director: Kevin McVey  1:46:00
The lives of a middle-aged woman and her best friend 
are turned upside down after they stumble onto a dead 
body and nearly one million dollars in cold, hard cash 
and are forced to make choices that will change ...

NO FRUIT AT THE BOTTOM
Director: Mark Wilson  1:22:22
Ten-year old Ashley has his world is turned upside 
down. Abandoned by his mother, leaving his father on 
the verge of suicide, and two babysitters who abuse 
Ashley. The trauma follows him into adult life ...

35

ONCE A FURY
Director: Jacqueline Rhodes  1:23:00
Documentary profiling former members of the Furies, a 
notorious 1970s lesbian separatist collective that pub-
lished a national newspaper and planned to seize state 
power. Featuring interviews with 10 of the original 12 ...

OLDSCOOL
Director: Zack Hosseini  8:23
When an old-souled millennial is forced to sell his 
‘65 Mustang, Bianca, he unearths the buyer’s sinister 
intentions and launches into a wistful sermon to save 
her.
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ONE PAGE BEIJING
Director: Kaishuo Chen  8:01
Late one night as a young woman stops for some 
food, she immediately feels uneasy because men are 
gazing at her. She flees as soon as possible and calls 
a designated driver but something unexpected happens.

OUTLIER
Director: Nate Strayer  1:20:07
After a public scene was caused by her abusive 
boyfriend, James (Logan Fleisher), Olivia Davis (Jessica 
Strayer) flees the relationship with the help of a kind 
stranger, Thomas (Thomas Cheslek).

PATRICK IS OUTSIDE
Director: Carsten Woike  29:59
A woman begins to realise that there is something 
seriously dysfunctional about her fiancé’s family.

PHILANTHROPY
Director: Alison Turner  12:27
At an annual brunch, five wealthy benefactors suddenly 
find themselves covered in blood when their sushi 
model takes a chopstick to the jugular.

PILOT ERROR
Director: Joe Anderson  1:54:22
A passenger jet enroute to Paris from South America 
disappears in the Atlantic.  Reporter Nicola Wilson, who 
lost a friend on the plane, sets out to discover what went 
wrong. Inspired by a true story, this film is based ...

PINK OPAQUE
Director: Dave Ragsdale  1:30:00
Los Angeles film student struggles to graduate while 
navigating a budding romance against his girlfriend’s 
older brother’s wishes and reconnecting with his 
estranged uncle leading to an unfamiliar look ...

PINNACLE
Director: Vikram J. S. Parmar  10:02
Few average people, attempt to climb two 6000 meter 
peaks in a remote part of Indian Himalayan range.
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PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE
Director: Henry Frost  7:43
Joe Joe goes out to celebrate his 21st birthday and 
gets caught in the middle of an altercation between a 
conservative street preacher and a drag queen, leaving 
his life in the hands of the law.

37

PRESIDENT’S DAY AT THE MUSEUM
Director: Jeffrey Ault  24:00
While helping the local museum plan for a Time Capsule 
ceremony, three adventurous kids (and their dog) look 
for inspiration from the Presidents immortalized on Mt 
Rushmore as to what they should leave behind for ...

PROJECT BAU
Director: Sajan Jose  25:33
A lost dog mysteriously enters into the life of a loner 
elderly chronic alcoholic who lives in the Sierra foothills.

PROOF OF LOSS
Director: Katherine Fisher  13:38
After a fire devastates her Northern California town, Beth 
drives home from college to help her father Charles in 
the aftermath of their family home burning down.

QUACK
Director: Benjamin G. Johnson  13:17
A satire about a locally renowned miracle worker who 
struggles to save a dying artist who just lost her dog.

PROSPECTORS “ THE FORGIVEN”
Director: Paul Bonsignore  1:34:28
The Steady escalation of crime in a growing town right 
after the civil war has an effect on several locals as to 
how to deal with the travelers and gold prospectors.

PURGATORY
Director: Nadyja von Ebers  13:15
When faced with discharge, a psychiatric patient is 
ambivalent about returning to the real world.
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QUEEN MARLENE’S 
TOY MUSEUM AND FRIENDS
Directors: M. Hochman, A. Hansen  8:30
Produced by The Toy Museum of NY as a pilot episode. 
With over 21 years of experience working with children, 
families, teachers and students, the Museum ...

QUEEN OF THE MOLD
Director: Lizzy Bryce  12:33
Feminist horror-comedy Queen Of The Mold follows 
a woman struggling to take up space in a society 
demanding she be as small as possible. When Iris, a diet 
pill saleswoman, moves into a tiny apartment ...

RESTORED
Director: Elizabeth Soto-Lara  14:52
Joel, a softhearted man who was forced to become part 
of his father’s criminal band in order to be consider part 
of his family. Is he strong enough to fight back and get a 
second chance? or Will he take the easy way again?

2021
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ROUTINE
Director: Russ Emanuel  4:33
During a mysterious pandemic, Cassie’s quarantine life 
has turned into a routine, day in and day out. Nothing 
new seems to happen, until she realizes she’s out of 
coffee.

39

RSVP
Director: Christopher A Rivera  10:12
Fawaz’s 25th birthday party goes awry when the guests 
discover that they cannot escape. Tensions rise and 
friendships are tested as everyone searches for a way 
out – if there is one.

SAM: TO DENMARK WITH LOVE
Director: Richard Heard  42:30
A father journeys several times a year to support his 
handicap son in Europe.

SECOND CHANCE
Directors: M. White, B.Gerlach  1:15:49
A brave mother with a rare disease writes inspirational 
songs with her teenage daughter before receiving a 
transplant where the odds are 50/50.

2021
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SEVEN DAYS IN HELSINKI
Director: Jesse Borkowski   1:11:05
In November of 2018 Kyungmin Park spent seven 
days in Helsinki. These are her stories. Internationally 
recognized award-winning filmmaker Jesse Borkowski 
(Real Value) presents an intimate portrait on the life ...

SECRET SANTA
Director: Rick Danford  3:23
Two parents are confronted with an evil entity when 
they find their daughter received a cursed Secret Santa 
gift.

SELFLESS
Director: Randy Sage  4:45
A story of a young man living on the streets. It shows 
a day in the life of the homeless begging for change, 
and highlights the struggles and mental anguish of an 
individual we know nothing about, yet see every day.
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SIDE STEPPIN FOOL
Director: Dave Shecter  3:59
Friday night I’m looking for a nice relaxing evening 
nothing much more. A place to unwind with a beer 
and a song. In the middle of my first round I hear that 
dreaded voice I didn’t want to hear - Side Steppin Fool ...

SILENT
Directors: 
J. Fortunato & M. Plekaitis  2:08:07
Young woman with a voice speaks out in a town which 
forbids sound.

SICK THE MOVIE
Director: Shirley A Jackson  40:00
Sick made history by being the first ever short film 
to be screened at the National Gallery. The film looks 
at understanding the complex lifestyles of our Young 
People and how youth violence has an impact.

2021
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Sam:  
To Denmark 

With Love
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SIN CITY PSYCHO
Director: Pauly Shore  11:12
Donavan and Tiffany meet in Las Vegas and retire to 
Donavan’s high-rise suite overlooking the Sunset Strip 
where Donovan plans to kill Tiffany.

41

SKY BLOSSOM: DIARIES OF THE 
NEXT GREATEST GENERATION
Director: Richard Lui  1:27:37
As young as eleven years old, they are taking care of 
parents and grandparents who are battling sickness. We 
call them Care Heroes. And there are five million ...

2021

Film Festival
O�icial Selection

SMALL WORLD
Director: Jim Ford  3:00
Two strangers meet in a far away land and realize they 
are from the same town.

SO CLOSE SO FAR
Director: Dave Shecter   4:57
So close and yet so far, so close and yet so far. Did we 
pass each other by on a crowded isle just long enough 
to say hello and share a smile? So close so far, so close 
and yet so far like making a wish on a shooting star.

2021
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SO WHAT ARE WE CALLED?
Director: Ruairidh Duguid   15:15
Three thirty-somethings get their teenage band back on 
the road for an unexpected tour.

SOLDIERS: SIX STORIES, SIX WARS
Director: Tony Villani  1:35:00
This independent film centers on the stories of five 
veterans of conflicts like WWII, Vietnam, Kosovo, and 
Iraq bridged by that of a civilian who experienced 
invasion and resistance in 1968 Czechoslovakia.

SONANT
Director: Vik Ramen  15:47
Seth and Hannah Baker investigate a strange audio 
file sent by a mother who is looking for her missing 
daughter, Marissa. As they listen to the audio file, they 
discover the grim truth about Marissa and why she ...

Golden State Film Festival Mar 19-25thS



40 41

SPECIAL WOMEN
Director: Nafisa Saba Sahar Zaki  1:22:00
The special women’s documentary is about the lives of 
people from the community, especially those women, 
who have joined the police forces, in General Command 
of Police Special Unites (GSPSU) to defense ...

STAIRCASE
Director: Randy Sage  21:24
A young woman moves into a house with a dark past 
and a history of missing owners.

STAND OUT
Director: Vicki Syal  14:57
In a world dominated by impossible beauty standards, 
plus-sized comedian Blaire stands out.This is a story 
filled with heart, humor, and a whole lot of honesty.

STEEL WILL
Director: Eugene Khazin  20:13
“Steel Will” - short cyberpunk (sci-fi) boxing drama 
movie. Story set in not-so-far future - 10-30 years from 
now. 2021
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STOP
Director: Sahib Bathla  7:16
A short film from Sahib Bathla

STRAY DOGS
Director: Adam Gascho  1:24:00
After a man’s beloved dog passes, he embarks on a 
backpacking trip with his brother to bury his dog where 
he found him ten years earlier. Along the way, they 
encounter a stranger who turns out to be a killer on ...

STRIP FEATURE FILM
Director: Osaretin Oghomwen  2:07:47
A financial crisis and life’s misfortune tests a bond 
between a father and his daughter. Arielle. In 
desperation to save him from ruin, Arielle secretly enters 
the world of Vegas’ erotic dance.
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STUCK
Director: Steve Blackwood  14:00
George and Helen Simon are a NY advertising couple 
who buy a sex machine to spice up their lives but it 
comes with a crazed delivery boy who gets stuck in it 
on the night of their dinner with George’s clients.

SUPPER
Director: Jon Osbeck  11:49
Two mob hitmen, one retired, one still on the job, meet 
for supper.

SURVIVING EVIL
Director: Alan D. Kaplan  39:57
This narrative documentary is about New Hampshire 
Holocaust survivor Stephan H. Lewy, who is still doing 
very well at 95-years-old. Stephan was a Jew born in 
1925 in Berlin. He escaped capture by the Nazis ...

SWIMMING UPSTREAM
Director: Caren Messing  5:16
The singer/songwriter portrays the dreamer in this 
metaphorical and musical dreamscape.

TABLEAUX
Director: Wyatt D’Emilia  10:51
A provocative painting inspires seven stories of people 
coming together and coming apart.

TABS & CLEA
Director: Morgan E. Millogo  41:29
Tabs, a psychic who has dedicated her life to helping 
people, has fallen into a crisis of faith. When her 
audacious ex-roommate, Clea, unexpectedly shows up 
and demands to know why Tabs has stopped using ...

THAAINILAM
Director: Abhilash G Devan  1:45:38
Thaainilam - The heart wrenching story of a father and 
a daughter who had to sought refuge in a distant land, 
all withered and shattered post-war. Along with “deaths”, 
there are many “lives” that wars shed upon us.

43
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THE AMORETTTE HOTEL
Director: Robby Brumfield  1:48:15
A young romantic searches for the love of his life.

THE BEAST ROSE UP (TRAILER)
Director: Moyche Litchtenstein  0:55
Get ready for a deluge of poems, songs and stories, 
told in a blithering stream of short skits and stills, 
surrounding the funny, fierce, and whacky. Wee Beasties 
that daily run amok in our brains!

THE ALPINES
Director: Dante Aubain  1:33:00
“The Alpines” follows seven friends coming together for 
a weekend getaway after several years of little contact. 
They’ve moved on with their lives. But the secrets of 
their past have come back to haunt them.
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THE BEAST ROSE UP
Director: Moyche Litchtenstein  1:00:27
Get ready for a deluge of poems, songs and stories, 
told in a blithering stream of short skits and stills, 
surrounding the funny, fierce, and whacky. Wee Beasties 
that daily run amok in our brains!

THE BIG UGLY
Director: Scott Wiper  1:43:00
Anglo-American relations go bad when London mob 
bosses invest in a West Virginia oil deal in hopes of 
laundering dirty money.

THE BIGONIA GARDEN
Director: Ron Goldin  20:00
While war is raging outside, Adam and Bar, neighbors, 
meet in the staircase between sirens. The war and their 
budding relationship force Adam, a loner foley artist, to 
deal with his personal and social anxieties.

THE CELINE ARCHIVE
Director: Celine P. Shimizu  1:09:00
Adulteress, traitor, heroine, or prey? In 1932, Celine 
Navarro was buried alive by her community in Northern 
California. This film digs up her story. The filmmaker, a 
grieving mother, with a long-term commitment ...

THE CONSCIOUS OF CLOTHING
Director: Patrick Kohl  1:39:49
This is more than a film. It’s a journey. It’s a process. It’s 
a mission. To bring a just society to the workers of the 
global south and doing so by starting a movement.

THE COVE
Director: Robert Enriquez  1:40:28
A pandemic has ravaged the earth. Fear, greed and 
destruction have made way for such terrors as famine, 
pirates, and zombies. CAIRO YAZID’s, only chance for 
survival is to join forces with a curmudgeon, SOLOMON.

THE DELIVERER OF DEATH
Director: Miguel Chavez Munoz  45:31
After being left for dead, Terrence Driver is visited by 
Death and given a choice: take justice into his own 
hands or let Death consume him.
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THE DELLA MORTE SISTERS
Director: Bill Sorvino  17:50
A recent death in the family brings three sisters together 
where they discover a shared dark past that changes 
everything they thought they knew about each other 
and their family.

THE DISTANCED
Director: Justin Timpane  29:50
An unlikely romance forms between two star crossed 
lovers, each trapped in a quantum bubble of isolation. 
When Manny, a sarcastic video blogger wakes to find 
himself in Quantum Isolation, his only companion ...

THE DOLL FROM THE BOX (PILOT)
Director: Isabel Bacigalupo  28:56
After her mother dies Melissa is faced with her past. Her 
childhood doll Jenny comes in human form looking for 
her.

THE FAMILY TREE
Director: Jorge Ameer 2:11:00
An old Panamanian holiday tradition personified as a 
homeless man disrupts the life of a workaholic animal 
rescuer to show him the true meaning of love, friendship 
and family.

THE FINAL CODE
Director: Carlo Fusco  2:03:55
Imprisoned for 17 years by her father in the basement of 
their home, who knows what could save Sharon and her 
seven sibling -sons? Based on a real story.

THE FRONT LINES
Director: Stewart J. Zully  20:49
Shot entirely on zoom, the film was inspired by the 
doctors and nurses braving the harshest of conditions 
during Covid-19.

THE GESTURE AND THE WORD
Director: Helen Alexis Yonov  22:48
A lonely postman (Gilbert) secretly recreates postcards 
for a woman (Aurore) on his postal route when her 
boyfriend’s homemade postcards stop arriving from his 
travels around the world.
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THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY 
OF THE LORD
Directors: J. J. Mason, C. Runciman  
1:59:56
Gabby and Michael take a trip to the mountains. Is 
Michael a manipulative psychopath ...

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK
Directors: A. Strand, K. Carr  1:48:19
In this stunning DIY debut, filmmakers Ashley Strand 
and Katherine Carr bring to life the unabridged Gospel 
According to Mark. One camera, one actor, one take, all 
the words. 

THE HARDEST DAY
Director: Ross Taylor  53:47
The Hardest Day is a film that explores the intimacy of 
the human-animal bond - specifically, the last moments 
before, and after, the passing of a pet at home with their 
owner.
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THE HONEY MAKERS
Director: Jeneffa Soldatic  12:27
1984, North London. Arjun and Lalita, Indian immigrants 
from Uganda, hardworking and prosperous, create a 
home in the face of mounting resentment. Will they 
forever be outsiders forcibly removed ...

THE JOURNEYMAN
Director: Peter Babakitis  1:30:00
Lawrence, a hacker and corporate spy, and Ariana, an 
underground activist join forces to expose massive 
banking fraud in the Eurozone, and the corrupt 
manipulation of the economy of Greece.

THE LAST RIGHT
Director: Jugal Raaj  24:51
An off-the-grid, idiosyncratic hired knife goes about his 
usual business except he eliminate his victims’ remains 
by giving them last rites per their religion until he 
encounters his final victim.

2021
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THE LEGEND OF THE WHITE IBEX
Director: Markus Otz  41:00
“The Legend of the White Ibex” is a poetic-philosophical 
tale of existential stamp, with a simple structure but 
rich in references presented lightly and powerful in 
meaning.
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THE LOST SHOES
Directors: Tomaso Aramini, Rafiqfuad 
Yarahmadi  1:44:00
The story of a man from Verona countryside who 
devoted his life to his communist ideals to the point he 
challenged NATO. Along with him thousands ...

THE LUNATIC
Director: Michael Jeremiah  23:37
A child who “learns nursery rhymes when he speaks 
with two men in his head” grows up and becomes a 
decorated Green Beret. After one too many battles he is 
forced into retirement.

THE MASTER
Director: Yinghao Li  14:58
A knowledgeable homeless suddenly become an 
internet influencer because of a speech video, however, 
he gradually loses himself.
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THE MESSAGE
Director: Catherine Phillips  38:26
When 101 year old Mary dies without saying goodbye 
to her daughter, Ann, she sends her a warning from 
beyond the grave via her partner, Cathy. Now they have 
to interpret the message.

THE MAYBERRY EFFECT
Director: Christopher Hudson  1:30:00
A feature length documentary investigating the topic 
of nostalgia through the lens of The Andy Griffith Show 
asking the questions; did a simpler time actually exist, 
how did the show influence American culture ...

THE OFFICE JOB
Directors: Ben Kerns, Martin Lewis  
1:46:00
Without a crew to rely on, two aging mobsters attempt 
to go straight. Things don’t go smoothly as the duo 
attempt to navigate a world they don’t understand ...
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THE PARABLE OF ALLISON
Director: Marcus Badibanga  33:51
A grief-stricken Allison is stalked by an old classmate 
who attempts to recruit her into his new mysterious 
religion.

THE PANDA COMPLEX
Director: Stefan Pellegrini  28:09
Doing a lockdown, the famous award-winning Danish-
Iranian actor (and playboy) Ali Sivandi is forced to spend 
time with the boring suicidal “nobody” Sofia.

THE PERFECT PART
Director: Beaty Reynolds  16:30
Jasper is in a free-fall after the collapse of his Hollywood 
career. The Longhorn Motel, located in the Southwest 
desert, is that easy bit of nowhere that allows him 
moments of stillness and grace--until night falls ...

THE SAINTS OF THE RUE SCRIBE
Director: Angel K. Taormina  2:30:06
In 19th century Paris, Joseph and Marie Charpentier 
battle calumny and death threats when a former friend 
becomes an enemy and does everything he can to 
discredit their virtue and destroy their lives.

THE SECRET PROJECT 53
Director: Peter Boiadzhieff  15:00
A secret experiment of how to manipulate people using 
a love letter, called Rokamboll. It is the perfect weapon, 
those secret experiments went out of control. The love is 
the perfect weapon that can be used to manipulate ...

THE ROOST
Directors: Speedtractor, Willdesu  1:20:00
A journey into the minds behind the metal of Japan’s 
alt-moto scene combining old-world hand-built 
craftsmanship with new-world design aesthetics. 2021

Film Festival
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THE SHOWDOWN
Director: Alex Zea  8:50
Some wounds never heal. After years of living on the 
edge, Max pursues a dangerous game to build an 
empire and settle the old account.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS VS MELISSA
Director: Sabrina Van Tassel  1:38:18
The State of Texas vs. Melissa explores the life of Melissa 
Lucio, the first Hispanic woman to be sentenced to 
death in the state of Texas. The film takes a look at 
Melissa’s broken childhood, her adult life ...

THE SLENDER DWARF
Director: Michael Piscioneri  22:46
Not everything is as it seems in this bizarre dark 
comedy about the last surviving plant with mysterious 
healing powers that stands between the man who 
needs it to survive and the man determined to destroy it.

THE STATES OF EMERGENCY NEW 
YORK AND NEW JERSEY
Director: Laura Barbato  32:09
When the COVID-19 pandemic surged through the 
country, both New York and New Jersey forced 
nonessential businesses to shut down. These brave ...
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THE SUN STILL SHINES
Director: Rita Blitt  4:14
The Sun Still Shines’ explores the possibility of the 
sun reappearing each day, giving hope, despite the 
devastation of the global pandemic and environmental 
disasters.

THE TREATY OF CO-VID 19
Director: Andy Winstead  18:16
Indians have been at war with the White Man for 
500 years. Now the Great Sky Spirit has given the 
descendant of Chief Sitting Bull a weapon to fight back 
and reclaim what has been taken.

THE VOYAGER
Director: Aaron Jablon  13:35
A wayward young man finds a pocket-watch that can 
freeze time, only to realize its dangerous consequences.

THE WAITING
Director: F.C.Rabbath  1:25:00
Eric, a new hotel employee stumbling upon an open 
secret. One of the rooms is haunted. Eric decides it’s 
both his and the hotel’s best interest to help remove the 
ghost. However when he meets the ghost, everything ...

THE WAY THAT I AM
Director: Kaleigh Fitzgerald  1:26:22
As her world falls apart around her, a playwright must 
navigate the throes of young adulthood.

THE WAY WE ARE
Director: Donald Li  39:58
Six friends in six cities stuck in Covid-19 lockdown 
connected in a video chat group to maintain their sanity. 
Sometimes sweet, sometimes sour, sometimes salty—
but always sincere.

THE WILDERNESS NIGHT
Director: Jordan Warner  1:25:47
A man fights through his own psychological and 
spiritual torment when his guilty past is shadowed by a 
religious Cult Leader.
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THE WORLD WENT ON WITHOUT US
Director: Charles A Gilbert  14:45
A couple that refuses to acclimate to societal changes 
reluctantly invites an old friend over who tries to 
encourage them to make their way outside.

TINDERBOX
Director: Preston Purchase  14:26
During a second Tinder date a socially awkward swain 
and a beautiful old soul find common ground, after she 
uses him to build her new bed.

TICK TOCK
Director: Charlie Brown  11:01
A watch. A girlfriend. A fiance. A wife. Tony finds himself 
searching for something that’s beyond his grasp. With 
help from his therapist and friends, he may just finally 
buy the watch. And everything that goes with it.

53

TMARAMRLT
Director: Egor Barkanov  7:00
As they go about their work, an assassin couple discuss 
their physical and existential futures in this poetically-
written dark comedy crime noir.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
Director: Lis Cox  11:19
Oakland activist and filmmaker Lis Cox documents four 
years of political and racial unrest during the Trump 
years -- drawing connections to political activism in the 
1970s, and her own family’s history growing up ...

TOPRAK
Director: Sevgi Hirschhäuser  1:45:53
Toprak is the dramatic story of a simple family in rural 
Turkey dealing with poverty, family traditions, and 
religious heritage.

TWO BAD
Director: Jim Menza  1:37:00
Two fallen beings attempt to change the course of 
history.
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UNTIL THE LAST DROP/
CALIFORNIA WATER 
DOCUMENTARY
Director: M. Daniel, S. Kneiss  1:23:40
Our filmmakers have gone onto the rivers, into 
laboratories, on to farms, and to the top of San...

TWO WEEKS NOTICE
Director: Melanie Thompson  8:35
A man gives his girlfriend two weeks notice before 
ending their relationship.

UNDISPUTED DREAMS
Director: Sid Ziesman  34:55
“Undisputed Dreams” follows Agnesa “Spitfire” 
Kirakosian and Anthony “The Matrix” Desilva, two up-
and-coming fighters aspiring for greatness in the world 
of boxing and MMA, respectively.

2021
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US MX
Director: Joseph O Hooten  16:00
In the not too distant future, we follow LEAH, 36, and 
her daughter, ARIEL, 7, as they race against the clock 
to immigrate across the U.S./Mexican border before 
sunrise. As officers close in, the direction they run ...

VAGINAL SOBRIETY
Director: Brittnee Johnson  43:00
In Hartford, CT, Diamond, a young virgin struggles in 
her dating life and sexual preferences. She starts to 
question her celibacy, leading her on a voyage to find 
her inner sexy.

UNWELCOMED JUSTICE
Director: C. D. Fields, E. Twitty   14:18
A Suspended police officer over the Black Lives 
Movement is wrongfully singled out as a racist when he 
is of the same color.

VIRTUOSO
Director: Nico Amedeo  14:26
As a father battles with his Parkinson’s in order to play 
the song his son once played so well, he’s interrupted 
by his android servant, intrigued by the piano. Rollo, the 
servant, masters the tune to please his owner ...
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VIRUS - DEATH VALLEY
Director: Micaela Ester Perardi  6:50
After surviving human extinction caused by a deadly 
virus, LILITH, experiences an act of romance, after 
locating a survivor named ADAM. After reflecting on the 
morbid, and senseless modern civilisation that ...

WAKE UP
Director: Aashish Rego, K. C. Loy 5:00
Wake Up – Celebrate The Goddess Within celebrates the 
contribution of Women to Music through a unique song 
“Jaago Zara” performed by over a 100 prominent women 
singers, performers, musicians and lyricists ...

WHAT BRINGS YOU IN? 
EP5: DARK SIDE
Director: Hardy Awadjie  11:55
Dr. Park finds himself while Kara explores her 
relationship with Cory.

WHAT IF
Director: Tammy Klembith  11:54
A woman experiences strange occurrences that trigger 
events beyond her control, including the very nature of 
her own existence.
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WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT
Director: Matthew Nevin  1:10:00
Filmed over the last decade, a reach into the minds of 
one person from every country in the world; revealing 
their spontaneous response to the title question, sharing 
their views, fears & hopes for the future.

WHAT THE....CLUCK??!
Directors: A. El-Bayoumi, M. Gzar  4:59
Chickens flock in the comic, but often fatal, world of 
Doublespeak.

WHEN EVERYTHING’S GONE
Director: J. Stewart, A. Alessi  1:52:20
A post-apocalyptic drama about a man named Rory 
whom has survived a devastating plague by hiding out 
in solitude for over a year only to be haunted by the the 
loss of his brother Chris. 
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WHERE TO NOW
Director: Brady Bryson  20:53
After the death of his wife and son a man struggles 
with the mundane existence of day to day life until, in 
a chance encounter, he comes face to face with the 
woman who killed them.

WIDE EYED
Director: Ashley Kristeen Vega  4:01
Frankie Weston wakes up after a one night stand, 
unsure what to make of the morning.
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WINNETKA
Director: Candace N. Barnett  31:00
A mother is desperate to find hope while her family was 
torn apart by her child’s diagnosis with severe mental 
illness and struggles with addiction.

WISHFUL THINKING
Director: Meghan Courtney  18:08
Middle-aged woman Liz is tired of being ignored by her 
husband. She creates a plan to make her husband stand 
up and take notice.

WISPER
Director: Russ Emanuel  1:30:18
A unique experimental found footage take on an anti-
hero protagonist. ‘Wisper’ is the true story of the murder 
of a middle-class African American family in Northern 
New Jersey.

WRITER’S BLOCK
Director: Ray Spivey & Jeff Kerr  1:38:05
A struggling writer accepts a once-in-a-lifetime, but 
deadly offer to collaborate with a reclusive best-selling 
novelist at his remote Texas ranch.

YOU ARE HERE
Director: Jason P. Schumacher  14:09
A daughter’s attempt to help her recently widowed 
mother backfires, when the woman becomes obsessed 
with her late husband’s image on a computer’s street 
mapping program.
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YOUR MUSICAL IS CANCELLED: 
THE MUSICAL!
Directors: D. Blair, M. Winn, E. von Kleist  
1:36:40
“Your Musical is Cancelled: The Musical!” is an indie 
musical-comedy following a struggling theatre ...

ZOE IN REVIEW
Director: Stacey Larkins  14:55
An emotionally fractured woman examines her past in 
search of answers for her present entanglement.

2021
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ZU DEN STERNEN
Director: Nicolai Tegeler 1:13:00
Decades after the fall of the Berlin Wall Singer Marco 
Hoffmann has reached the height of his popularity. 
The ex-frontman of the East German rock combo DIE 
KOSMONAUTEN is accused of being by Volker Hinze ...

ZWTRAL
Director: Zwtral  2:36:40
Making trades is his life. Justin finds himself sacrificing 
his job security to help his parents. He hopes his 
thoughtfulness and desperation for a job doesn’t trade 
the love of this life Lily.
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Marina Del Rey 
Film Festival®

We are currently accepting  
film submissions for the

June 2021

Visit www.filmfreeway.com/MarinaDelReyFilmFestival
to submit your film for our 10th Anniversary Event!


